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Foreword 


The Corcoran Gallery of Art is pleased to honor the painter Gardner Cox. 
Mr. Cox has painted portraits of many people, particularly famous and well- 
known members of society. He has never been intimidated by his sitters, but 
rather inspired. His portraits retain the act of painting through brush, mark and 
pigment. The artist obviously enjoys painting portraits. 

Gardner Cox fulfills a particular role by giving a painterly interpretation of people 
and maintains that craft of portrait painting which has been in existence from 
time immemorial. The Corcoran Gallery has a representative collection of 
American portraits dating from colonial times. Gardner Cox continues this fine 
tradition of portrait painting. 

In this particular exhibition, the artist has acted as curator. The unusual decision 
was made to allow the artist to select, with Corcoran curatorial assistance, the 
paintings in the exhibition. No one knows his range of work better than Gardner 
Cox himself. With the peculiar qualities inherent in portrait painting, the artist 
was allowed to recommend paintings which he felt reflected the very best 
aspects of his work in portraiture. At all times he has been most helpful and 
cooperative. Without his assistance and total commitment and the generosity of 
the lenders, the exhibition would not have been possible. At the same time, as 
Director, I must pay special thanks to Mrs. Ralph Phillips, Curator of the Collec¬ 
tions and Research, who has worked with the artist on all aspects of the 
exhibition. Mention must also be made of Mr. J. Burke Wilkinson whose initial 
enthusiasm made the exhibition possible. He has also written for this catalogue. 
Moreover, with other Trustees and friends of Mr. Corcoran Thom’s generous 
sponsoring committee, Mr. Wilkinson has given every support to the exhibition. 

The exhibition will be a fitting tribute to an artist who has done much to record 
and reflect the personalities of past decades in America. To hold this exhibition 
in the nation’s capital and its oldest museum is certainly appropriate. I am sure 
that many will be interested in both the personalities and paintings, for that is 
what the portraiture of Gardner Cox presents. 


Roy Slade 
Director 


Gardner Cox 


From his perch, the bartender at the St. Botolph Club in Boston has a fine 
view of one of Gardner Cox’s three portraits of Robert Frost. 

"The right hand's too big," he tells me. "Everyone says.” 

I explain that Cox uses his insight into human nature as well as direct observa¬ 
tion, and sometimes deliberately distorts. 

"He tells stories in oil," I say. "So give him a little leeway.” 

"I’m glad you told me." My friend the bartender shakes his head, only halt- 
convinced. 

The Corcoran retrospective makes it clear that Gardner Cox, in his sharp 
observation and brilliant emphases, derives in part from the Kokoschka of the 
early psychological portraits. One can also see flashes of Augustus John, of 
Orpen, of Laszlo. But Cox would not have attained the eminence he has if he 
had not, in the course of a great career, developed a style that has become 
entirely his own. 

Perry Rathbone has described its essence well: “He draws with paint. His is a 
draftman’s impulse. Conscientious and thoughtful, he never flatters. And he has 
the integrity of his own deep search for underlying character.” 

Inevitably there are gaps in this splendid show. We would have enjoyed more 
of his lyric paintings of children, more of his women. One misses the mysterious 
Christian Herter that hangs in the Massachusetts State House, the shadowed 
Lessing Rosenwald from the National Gallery. 

But there is enough. Here is Gardner’s plenty. Here are the men of State, of 
Literature and the Law who helped mould our history through many anxious 
years. Looking at them, seeing the brilliance and the strain, one is reminded of 
Scott Fitzgerald’s definition of America: “France was a land, England was a 
people, but America, having about it still that quality of an idea, was harder to 
utter — it was the graves at Shiloh, and the tired, drawn, nervous faces of its 
great men. ... It was a willingness of the heart.” 

In his unique and indelible way Gardner Cox has re-made the Republic in his 
own images. 


Burke Wilkinson 



Chronology 

Born in Holyoke, Massachusetts, January 22, 1906, son of Allen Howard and 
Katherine Gilbert Cox. 

Studied at Art Students’ League, New York 1924; Harvard University, 1924-27; 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 1928-30; Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, 1929-31. 


Justice Felix Frankfurter 
Harvard Law School 





Married Phyllis Moyra Byrne, December 3, 1937; children: Benjamin, Katherine 
Gilbert Abbot, James Byrne, Phyllis Byrne 

Work exhibited in Museum of Art, Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh, 1941; Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, 1946 and 1948; Art Institute of Chicago, 
1948, 1949 and 1951; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 1950; 
University of Illinois, Champaign, 1950-51; Institute of Contemporary Art, 
Boston, 1953; Farnsworth Museum, Rockland, Maine, 1956; Art Association 
of Newport, Rhode Island, 1966. 

Work represented in permanent collections: Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Fogg 
Museum, Harvard University; Addison Gallery, Andover, Mass.; Wadsworth 
Atheneum, Hartford, Conn.; Yale University; Wellesley College; Wabash 
College; Mass. Institute of Technology; Mt. Holyoke College; U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of State; U.S. Department of the Army; Middlebury College; National 
Gallery of Art, Washington; U.S. Department of Labor; U.S. Department of 
the Air Force; National Portrait Gallery, Washington; U.S. Supreme Court; 
Brandeis University; Princeton University; National Academy of Design, 
New York; and others. 

Positions: Head of the Department of Painting, School of the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, 1954-56; member of the Executive Committee of the Boston 
Arts Festival, 1959-1967; member of the Massachusetts Fine Arts Com¬ 
mission, 1965- ; Trustee of the American Academy at Rome, Italy, 

1962- . 

Awards: M. V. Kohnstamm Prize, American Exhibition of Watercolors, Chicago 
Art Institute, 1949; Norman Watt Harris Bronze Medal, 60th Annual 
American Exhibit, Chicago Art Institute, 1951; popular prize, Boston Arts 
Festival, 1960. 

Memberships: National Institute of Arts and Letters; National Academy of Design 
(academician); American Academy of Arts and Sciences; American Aca¬ 
demy of Rome, Italy; Phi Beta Kappa. 



Catalogue of the Exhibition 


Portraits are listed alphabetically by 
name of sitter. They are executed in oil 
on canvas unless otherwise indicated. 


The Honorable Dean Acheson 
Covington & Burling 

Barry Bingham 

Collection Mr. Barry Bingham, Sr. 

The Honorable William A. M. Burden 
Collection of the artist 

Ben [Cox] (illus.) 

oil and tempera emulsion 
Collection of the artist 

James [Cox] 

Collection of the artist 

Phyllis [Cox] 

oil and tempera emulsion 
Collection of the artist 

Poppy [Cox] 

Collection of the artist 

The Honorable Douglas Dillon 
oil and tempera emulsion 
Harvard Business School 

Dr. John Franklin Enders 

oil, charcoal and tempera emulsion 
Collection of the artist 


Edward W. Forbes 

Fogg Art Museum, Harvard Uni¬ 
versity, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
— Commissioned by the Fogg Art 
Museum in 1959 through the gift 
of James N. Rosenberg 

Justice Felix Frankfurter (illus.) 
oil and charcoal 
Harvard Law School 

Robert Frost (illus.) 

Amherst College Library 

Burton Gray 

oil and tempera emulsion 
Collection Mr. & Mrs. Burton C. 
Gray 

The Honorable Gordon Gray 
Collection Gordon Gray 

Judge Hand 

oil and tempera emulsion 
Collection Mr. & Mrs. Norris Darrell 

Justice John Harlan 

Collection of the Supreme Court of 
the United States 

Professor William Ernest Hocking 
Collection the family of William 
Ernest Hocking 

R. Keith Kane 

Owner — Cadwalader 
Wickersham & Taft 



Peggy [Kennedy] 
oil and charcoal 

Collection Mr. & Mrs. Moorhead C. 
Kennedy 

Robert Kennedy (illus.) 

National Portrait Gallery, 
Smithsonian Institution, Gift of 
Gardner Cox 

Edward Lawrence 

Collection James Lawrence 

James Lawrence, Sr. 
polymer-tempera 
Collection James Lawrence 

Martina Lawrence 

oil and tempera emulsion 
Collection James Lawrence 

Martina Lawrence (red hat) 
oil and tempera emulsion 
Collection James Lawrence 

Waiter Lippman 

Collection Gregor A. Gamble 

Mr. Robert McLean 

The Associated Press 

Carter Nicholas 

Collection Jane Chace Nicholas 

The Honorable John Lord O’Brian 
Covington & Burling 

Geoffrey Platt 

Collection Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey 
Platt, Jr.; Denver, Colorado 


Mrs. Arthur Schlesinger, Sr. 

The Arthur and Elizabeth 
Schlesinger Library on the History 
of Women in America, Radcliffe 
College 

Julius Adams Stratton 

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 

The Honorable L. Corrin Strong 
Collection Mrs. L. Corrin Strong 

Miss Marian Vaillant 

Buckingham Browne & Nichols 
School 

Chief Justice Earl Warren 
National Gallery of Art 

Gillie Wister 

oil and tempera emulsion 
Collection William Rotch Wister 

Professor Arnold Wolfers 
oil and tempera emulsion 
Pierson College, Yale University, 
Gift of Friends of Arnold Wolfers 

Arnold Zimmer 

polymer-tempera 
National Academy of Design 














